
 
 

Sunday Dec 19th        26th Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 1 / Sun Before the Nativity 

  Readings:          Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40     Matthew 1:1-25 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

Wednesday Dec 22nd        Great Martyr Anastasia, and others who suffered under Diocletian  

  Readings:          1 Timothy 5:22-6:11 Mark 10:11-16 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

  3:30 pm Confessions 

  5:00 pm AA Meeting / 6:15 pm Adult Class on Icons 

Friday Dec 24th  Eve of the Nativity of Christ 

  5:00 pm Nativity Vigil 

Saturday Dec 25th         The Nativity According to the Flesh of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

  5:00 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions  

Sunday Dec 26th        27th Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 2 / Sun After Nativity, Synaxis of the Theotokos 

  Readings:          Galatians 1:11-19 Matthew 2:13-23 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / December 12th                  

 
 
 
 

 

Confessions 

During the fasting period of Advent, confessions are in order 

for all Orthodox Christians who are preparing for the Nativity 

of Our Lord.  Confessions are held every Saturday after 

Great Vespers, by appointment, and extra times noted. 

 

Bishop Visit, Potluck, & Children Presentation 

Welcome to His Eminence, our Archbishop Paul! Eis Polla 

Eti Despota!  A special thanks to the children for their 

presentation, and everyone who brought something for us to 

eat today! 

 

Giving Tree Pick Thank-You! 

Thank you to everyone who showered the children at 

Trumbull County Children Services with gifts for Christmas.  

May God bless us as He blesses them through our 

generosity! 

 

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 Fr. Ted Bobosh / Fr. Mark Leasure / Brother Andrew / Helen 
Homulka / Jim Renda / Julia Stan / Virgil / John Michael / 
Claudia Maksimoff / Richard Alberini / Jeremiah Roscoe / 
Dana Ronyak / Donnie & Cherie Davidson / Jennifer 
Brainard / Michael, Catherine, & Zoe Stan / Dana Lutz / 
Joanne Kaschak / Lilian / Alice & Matthew / Magie & Kenny 
Sanders / Bill Paluch / Nina Lowry / Josephine Grabko / 
James Livermore / Sarah Crivella / The Faculty, Teachers, 
and Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy 

Newly Departed:  Kay Eckrote (11/21), Eleanor Dougherty 
(11/29), Michael Stanton (12/8), Ellen Marie Shiptenko 
(12/17)  

Expecting: Matushka Carly & Fr. Alexander & Their unborn 
Children 
Newborns:  Lila & Mila & their parents 

Birthdays:  Abigail Kirk (Sun) & Joann Kaschak (Tues)  

Anniversaries:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Candle Commemorations 
Theotokos        In Memory of Mary Sterchak 
Altar                  In Memory of Bishop Job 
Christ                For the Birthday of Joann Kaschak
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The Friend of the Bridegroom: “He Must Increase and I Must Decrease.” 

Attendance: (Adults: 54, Children 15)   69 
Weekly Offering $2303.00 

Candle Offerings $68.00 

OCMC Adopt a Priest 

 

$50.00 
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Nativity of our Lord 2021 
To the Clergy, Monastics, and Faithful of the Orthodox 

Church in America, 

My Beloved Children in the Lord, 

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!  

I greet you all today on this Great Feast of our 

illumination. At the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of Saint 

Basil the Great for this Feast we sing:  

When the Lord Jesus was born of the holy virgin, the 

whole universe was filled with light. The shepherds 

watched in the fields. The wise men worshiped and the 

angels sang. But Herod was troubled, for God had 

appeared in the flesh. He is the Savior of our souls! 

(Third Sticheron at “Lord, I Call”) 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s entry into the world invites us all to pursue 

this spiritual illumination, which is Christ, the Wisdom 

of God Himself. In the Gospel we read of the shepherds 

who leave their pastures to find the Infant Christ. 

Likewise, Magi, the wise men from the East, traveled in 

pursuit of true Wisdom, which they found lying in a 

manger. They came at great cost and with great effort to 

worship Christ and offer their gifts to Him. In return, the 

darkness of their hearts was lifted, and they left, refusing 

to return to Herod, but instead “departed to their own 

country by another way” (Mt 2:12).  

But we know that not everyone wants this light that our 

Lord offers. Herod did not. We remember that he also 

pursued the Wisdom of God. But instead of seeking 

illumination from Him, Herod sought His blood, 

preferring earthly power to heavenly blessings. His 

vision was too narrow to see that in trying to protect his 

throne he was keeping himself in the darkness of sin, 

ignorance, and selfish ambition.  

Seeing these examples before us, we need the light of 

Christ’s Nativity in our world darkened with confusion, 

anxiety, and temptations. We might struggle to see this 

light in our suffering world, racked by a pandemic, and 

with societal changes coming at an alarming rate. We 

acutely feel the words of St. Paul: “We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning in travail together until 

now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 

wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies” 

(Rom 8:22–23). 

Be encouraged! It is into our world, “groaning in 

travail,” that our Deliverer is born. God in His love for 

mankind did not leave the world in darkness but came as 

its Savior. Even today Christ has “shone to the world the 

light of wisdom” (Nativity Troparion). We can see this 

light by unreservedly following the gospel and trading 

the earthly for the heavenly. Because of the light which 

shines from the cave this morning, the shadows of 

ignorance are dispelled and we are able to perceive the 

world as an object of God’s eternal love. For Herod, 

Christ’s Nativity brought anxiety and a troubled heart. 

For us today, we are offered illumination and joy. Like 

the shepherds, Magi, and angels let us behold the 

Incarnation of the Son of God with reverence and pious 

hope, in full knowledge that the “King of kings and Lord 

of lords” (Rev 19:16) is born for our redemption.  

With all the blessings of the Feast, I remain sincerely 

yours in Christ, 

+ Tikhon 

Archbishop of Washington 

Metropolitan of All America and Canada 

 


