Saint Theodosius the Great lived during the fifth-sixth centuries, and was the founder of
cenobitic monasticism. He was born in Cappadocia of pious parents. Endowed with a
splendid voice, he zealously toiled at church reading and singing. Saint Theodosius
prayed fervently that the Lord would guide him on the way to salvation. In his early years
he visited the Holy Land and met with Saint Simeon the Stylite who blessed him and
predicted future pastoral service for him. Saint Theodosius settled in Palestine into a
desolate cave. He lived there for thirty years in great abstinence and unceasing prayer.
People flocked to the ascetic, wishing to live under his guidance. When the cave could
no longer hold all the monks, Saint Theodosius prayed that the Lord Himself would
indicate a place for the monks. Taking a censer with cold charcoal and incense, the
monk started walking into the desert.

At a certain spot the charcoal ignited by itself and the incense smoke began to rise.
Here the monk established the first cenobitic monastery. Soon the Lavra of Saint
Theodosius became renowned, and up to 700 monks gathered at it. According to the
final testament of Saint Theodosius, the Lavra rendered service to neighbor, giving aid
to the poor and providing shelter for wanderers. Saint Theodosius accomplished many
healings and other miracles during his life, coming to the aid of the needy. Through his
prayers he once destroyed the locusts devastating the fields in Palestine. Also by his
intercession, soldiers were saved from death, and he also saved those perishing in
shipwrecks and those lost in the desert.

Before his death, Saint Theodosius summoned to him three beloved bishops and
revealed to them that he would soon depart to the Lord. After three days, he died at the
age of 105. The saint’s body was buried with reverence in the cave in which he lived at
the beginning of his ascetic deeds.

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church
2220 Reeves Road NE
Warren, OH 44483
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Friend of the Bridegroom: “He must increase, but | must decrease.”(John 3:30)

Ven. Theodosius the Great
Fr. Brian Crivella, Rector...... 330-372-3895 / BrianCrivella@gmail.com
Dn. John Tutoki, Hall Coordinator .............................. 330-720-3541
Nina, Prayer List Coordinator...440-487-6187 / treasurerstjohnsorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Sunday, Jan 11t Ven. Theodosius the Great / Tone 6
9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour

Wednesday, Jan 14" St. Savva |, first Archbishop of Serbia
5:00 pm AA Meeting

Saturday, Jan 17" Saint Anthony the Great
5:00 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions

Sunday, Jan 18t Ss. Athanasius the Great and Cyril / Tone 7
9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour


mailto:treasurerstjohnsorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Attendance/Stewardship January 4"

Attendance: 62 Adults & 12 Children
Weekly Stewardship Offerings:
Weekly Candle Offerings:

Charity of the Month:

Prayer Corner

Bishop Emilianos
Porphyrios

Sbdcn George

Sarah Crivella

Amy Tarchik

Art & Sally Cogar
Benjamin

Charles & Joanie Monroe

Total: 74
$3,790.00
$518.00
$175.00

Fr. Michael (Chris DiGiacobbe’s Dad)
Sbhdcn Joseph (Clyde)

Sbdcn Eugene Stan

Alana (Nina’s Mom)

Anna

Azouria

Cara DeToro (Fr Dcn John’s Friend)
Chaz Rice

Cherie & Don Davison (David Wood’s Friends) Mary Lees (Mat. Rose’s Mom)

David Campbell

Deborah

Elena Szakach (Niki Rice’s Mom)
Greg, Clara, Jeanie

Laura & Roy

Michelle Thomas

Patricia Tutoki

Daniel
Elaine Cironi
Eric

James Livermore Jr.

Mary

Patrick, Elizabeth, Patrick, Cassandra
Virgil Stan

The Faculty, Teachers, and Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy
The Suffering Christians in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East

Newly Departed: Larry Lees (12/15) [Mat. Rose’s Dad] & Leonore Snowe (12/31)

[David Wood'’s friend]

Expecting: Donald & Kayla Cunningham

Newborn: Nora & her parents Nicholas & Jessica Dejanovic

Catechumens: Alexander Mackey, Tristan & Colleen Beil, Max & Kelly Killian, Michael

& Sarah Vidman, & Joseph Foster

Birthdays: Matthew Hollabaugh (11"), Nina Harvey (13"), Alex Clark (15") & Kayla

Ventura™(17%)

Anniversaries: XXX XXX

Candle Commemorations

Theotokos For Mary Fasok

Altar XXX
Christ XXXXKXKKKKKKXKXXXXKXK
Announcements

House Blessings
The calendar to sign up for house blessings is on the easel next to the candle stand. If
there isn’t a day/time that works for you listed, please let Fr. Brian know!

Church School Meeting

There will be a church school meeting during coffee hour that takes place in the library
with Fr. Brian, the teachers, and anyone else who would like to come and give their
input!

Parish Background Checks

Additional Links for background checks were for all those who still have not completed
them. Online background checks and completion of online child abuse prevention
training are required in order to serve in the altar, on parish council, or volunteer in the
church as OCA policy. If you fall into one of those categories and still have not
completed them, please check your e-mail & spam folders for e-mails containing links. If
you have any problems, are unsure, or need help completing your background check or
training please see Fr. Brian ASAP! All checks and training are due by the end of the
month.

River Blessing

We will bless the Mahoning River, behind the amphitheater as last year, after the Divine
Liturgy on the 25th at 2:00pm. All are invited to The Mocha House for fellowship
afterwards!




