
 
 

Sunday Jan 16th        30th Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 5 / Veneration of the Chains of the Holy Apostle Peter. 

  Readings:          Colossians 3:12-16 Luke 18:18-27 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

Wednesday Jan 19th         Venerable Macarius of Egypt 

  5:00 pm AA Meeting  

Saturday Jan 22nd         Holy Apostle Timothy of the Seventy 

  5:00 pm Great Vespers 

Sunday Jan 23rd        31st  Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 6 / New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia 

  Readings:          1 Timothy 1:15-17 Luke 18:35-43 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / January 9th                  

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome Father Daniel 
Our warmest welcome and all of our love to Fr. Daniel 
who’s come to serve with us.  Welcome Father! 
 
Thank You! 
Fr. Brian and Mat. Rose wanted to thank everyone for 
their moving outpouring of truly Christian love and 
prayers.  Mat. Rose and the girls are all feeling healthy 
and fine, and Fr. Brian’s COVID symptoms are 
moderate with the worst of it being a constant fatigue 
and not being able to leave the house. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 Fr. Ted Bobosh / Fr. Mark Leasure / Brother Andrew / 

Paul & Anthony / Tim & Crisra Hacker / Irene & George 
/ Patty, Gaylynn, Kevin, & Anna (Sonya Lee’s relatives) 
/ Elaine Rankin (Joyce’s friend) / Maria Nuzzo / The 
Miller Family / Mark / Julia Stan / Virgil / John Michael / 
Claudia Maksimoff / Richard Alberini / Jeremiah 
Roscoe / Dana Ronyak / Donnie & Cherie Davidson / 
Jennifer Brainard / Michael, Catherine, & Zoe Stan / 
Dana Lutz / Joanne Kaschak / Lilian / Alice & Matthew / 
Magie & Kenny Sanders / Bill Paluch / Nina Lowry / 
Josephine Grabko / James Livermore / Sarah Crivella / 
The Faculty, Teachers, and Students of Holy Trinity 
Orthodox Academy 

Newly Departed:  Kay Eckrote (11/21), Eleanor 
Dougherty (11/29), Michael Stanton (12/8), Ellen Marie 
Shiptenko (12/17) Helen Homolka (12/23) 

Expecting: Matushka Carly & Fr. Alexander & Their 
unborn Children 
Newly Married:  Natalie & Chase 

Birthdays:  Calliope Perry (Wed), Helen Zylka (Thurs), 
Connie Cogar (Fri), & Annette Moy (Sat) 

Anniversaries:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Candle Commemorations 
Theotokos        In Memory of Helen Shiptenko 
Altar                  In Memory of Helen Bobosh 
Christ                For the Health of the Bobosh Family 
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Theophany – Showing the World to be 

the World 

By Fr. Stephen Freeman  

I was standing beside the Jordan River, somewhere along its trek 

through Israel. I was with a group of pilgrims led by Met. 

Kallistos Ware gathered for the Great Blessing of the Waters. As 

the service began, I noticed a school of fish at the edge of the 

water, watching the bishop as eagerly as the rest of us. 

Great art Thou, O Lord, O Lord, and marvelous are Thy works. 

There is no hymn which suffices to hymn Thy wonders! 

The Metropolitan’s voice boomed out across the valley in its 

Oxford-accented tones, sounding like the voice of God. The area 

where we had gathered was also marked by small groups of 

Protestant pilgrims who had apparently gathered to re-baptize 

one another. At the sound of the Bishop’s voice, everyone 

stopped to listen. 

The words of the prayer over the waters continued. Written by St. 

Sophronius of Jerusalem in the 6th century, they carried the same 

style as that of St. Basil: strings of appositives accompanied 

almost every statement, expanding, echoing, expounding and 

explaining each phrase with yet more lines of Scripture. 

And then something caught my ear that jarred me awake from the 

cadence of the words: 

And grant to it the grace of redemption, the blessing of Jordan. 

Now, that’s a very odd statement to make while standing at the 

waters of the Jordan. Aren’t the waters of the Jordan always the 

waters of the Jordan? What is the “blessing of Jordan?” Further, 

the prayer said, 

But show this water, O Master of all, to be the water of 

redemption, the water of sanctification, the purification of flesh 

and spirit, the loosing of bonds, the remission of sins, the 

illumination of the soul, the washing of regeneration, the renewal 

of the Spirit, the gift of adoption to sonship, the garment of 

incorruption, the fountain of life. 

I was already puzzled that we were praying for God to make the 

Jordan be the Jordan, and now we were asking Him to “show” 

this water to be a string of marvelous wonders. Shouldn’t we ask 

Him to “make” it be those wonders? 

The answer came with the drop of a theological coin. Fr. 

Alexander Schmemann taught that, in the sacraments, we are not 

asking God to make something to be other than it is but to reveal 

it to be what it truly is. Asking God to show the Jordan to be the 

Jordan is simply the most blatant example of this principle. 

A problem associated with sacramental thought, if this principle 

is forgotten, is that things that are blessed somehow cease to be 

what they are. Instead, they become exceptional moments in 

which the things of this world are no longer things of this world. 

They change while everything around them remains the same. 

We go to Church, the miracle happens, but remains confined to 

the altar or the font, while the world around it remains 

unchanged. The Church becomes the locus of the extraordinary 

while the world is stuck in the ordinary. It is, ironically, a two-

storey sacramental order. This thing is holy, that thing is not. It is 

a diminishment of Christ’s work. The sacraments become points 

of contact with the second-storey, tiny windows in which 

miniscule rays of sunshine peak out into an otherwise darkened 

world. But the world itself remains dark. 

The nature of the true sacramental understanding is revealed very 

precisely in the words of St. Sophronius. The Jordan is the 

Jordan. It is we who fail to see the world as it is. We imagine the 

world to be self-contained and self-referential. The Jordan is not 

the Jordan – that’s just a name: it is just some water, hydrogen 

and oxygen flowing over the surface of the third rock from the 

sun. 

The Feast of Christ’s Baptism is called “Theophany.” It means 

the “showing forth of God.” It is so named because, in the event 

of Christ’s Baptism, we see Christ, the Son of God, hear the 

voice of the Father (“Thou art my beloved Son…”), and see the 

Spirit in the form of a dove. It is a “showing forth” of God as 

Trinity. But when the Trinity is made manifest, everything is, of 

necessity made manifest. The truth of all things is revealed. 

This “truth of all things” is the revelation of the world as 

sacrament. The waters and all that is in the world is a means of 

communion with God because of His Divine condescension. The 

world was not created to be a place of an “alternative” existence, 

one without God. It exists as the means and focal point of our 

communion. The sacraments revealed to us within the life of the 

Church do not exist as isolated instances of a divine encounter 

but as examples and revelations of what God is in the world. 

“Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.” 

This understanding does much to explain Schmemann’s 

insistence that secularism is the great heresy of our age: it is the 

denial of the sacramental character of the world. Just as man is 

created in the image and likeness of God, and thus capable of 

bearing God’s image, so too, creation has a sacramental and 

iconic capability. The world is not an impregnable wall that hides 

us from God. It is the very means by which, and the place in 

which, God makes Himself known. We were created for 

communion with God. This takes place here and now, within this 

world. 

St. Maximus the Confessor spoke of a number of cosmic 

reconciliations, or an overcoming of divisions: male/female, 

paradise/world, heavenly/earthly, intelligible/sensible, 

uncreated/created. None of these distinctions disappear, but are 

fulfilled in their proper role and purpose. The world as sacrament 

participates in this overcoming of divisions in the union of 

humanity to God. Our union with the created order, particularly 

as sacrament, describes the essential priesthood of humanity – 

“microcosm and mediator,” in the words of St. Maximus. 

This is the showing of the world to be what it is meant to be, as 

well as its revelation to us of ourselves in Christ. And all of 

creation, like the fish, gathers at our feet to see this strange 

wonder! 

 

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/author/glory2godforallthings/

