
 
 

Sunday Jan 23rd        31st  Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 6 / New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia 

  Readings:          1 Timothy 1:15-17 Luke 18:35-43 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

Wednesday Jan 26th         Ven. Xenophon, his wife Mary, and sons, Arcadius and John, of Constantinople 

  Readings: James 3:11-4:6 Mark 10:11-16 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

  5:00 pm AA Meeting  

Saturday Jan 29th         Trnsltn of Relics of Hieromartyr Ignatius the Godbearer, Bishop of Antioch 

  4:15 pm Panakhida for Ellen Marie Shiptenko 

  5:00 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions 

Sunday Jan 30th        32nd  Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 7 / Synaxis of the 3 Holy Hierarchs 

  Readings:          Hebrews 13:7-16 Matthew 5:14-19 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / January 9th                  

 
 
 
 

 

Thank You! 
Fr. Brian and Mat. Rose wanted to thank everyone 
once again for all the prayers, e-mails, calls, and cards 
their family received.  Fr. Brian is still suffering from 
bouts of fatigue and “brain fog” that seem to be long 
term side effects of COVID.  Mat. Rose would 
appreciate continued prayers for her as she’s still 
dealing with extreme fatigue and aches and pains.  Her 
and the girls hope to be back with us next weekend. 
 
Charity for January 
Our Charity for the month of January is Holy 
Transfiguration Monastery in nearby Ellwood City PA.  
Holy Transfiguration has been an Orthodox women’s 
monastery, center for spiritual life, and popular 
pilgrimage destination since it was founded by Mother 
Alexandra (formally Princess Ileana of Romania) in 
1967.  Our beloved former priests Fr. Thomas Hopko 
and Fr. Peter Pawlack are both laid to rest there. 
 

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 Fr. Ted Bobosh / Fr. Mark Leasure / Brother Andrew / 
Paul & Anthony / Tim & Crisra Hacker / Irene & George 
/ Patty, Gaylynn, Kevin, & Anna (Sonya Lee’s relatives) 
/ Maria Nuzzo / The Miller Family / Mark / Julia Stan / 
Virgil / John Michael / Claudia Maksimoff / Richard 
Alberini / Jeremiah Roscoe / Dana Ronyak / Donnie & 
Cherie Davidson / Jennifer Brainard / Michael, 
Catherine, & Zoe Stan / Dana Lutz / Joanne Kaschak / 
Lilian / Alice & Matthew / Magie & Kenny Sanders / Bill 
Paluch / Nina Lowry / Josephine Grabko / James 
Livermore / Sarah Crivella / The Faculty, Teachers, 
and Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy 

Newly Departed:  Ellen Marie Shiptenko (12/17) Helen 
Homolka (12/23) / Elaine Rankin (01/15) 

Expecting: Matushka Carly & Fr. Alexander & Their 
unborn Children 
Newly Married:  Natalie & Chase 

Birthdays:  Michael Stan (Mon)  

Anniversaries:  Fr. Brian & Mat. Rose Crivella (Tues) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Candle Commemorations 
Theotokos        In Memory of The Rosko Family 
Altar                  In Memory of The Rosko Family 
Christ                In Memory of The Rosko Family 
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Humbly Refusing to Remain in the 

Dark 
January 22, 2022 · Fr. Philip LeMasters  

          It may seem too obvious to mention, but we must remember 

that our Lord ministered to people at their point of greatest need.  He 

did not congratulate them for their self-sufficiency or distract them 

from facing uncomfortable truths, but healed them of their deepest 

infirmities.  He raised them up from the low points of their weakness 

and despair.  His blessing was not spiritual icing on the cake for 

people whose lives were characterized by unbroken success and the 

admiration of others.   Those who opened themselves to receive His 

mercy already knew their own brokenness and pain.  They had the 

spiritual vision to perceive their need with clarity beyond what is 

possible for those who think that they are doing just fine and can 

save themselves. 

The situation of the blind beggar in today’s gospel reading was 

obviously very precarious.  In that time and place, all that he could 

do to support himself was to sit by the side of the road and beg.   He 

surely had no illusions about his circumstances, for he was defined 

by his disability and people surely thought of him as just another 

blind beggar.  When told that the Savior was passing by, the poor 

man must have known that this was his one chance for healing and a 

new life.  That is why He refused to stop calling out loudly for 

Christ’s help even when others criticized him, saying “Son of David, 

have mercy on me!”  The more they criticized him, the louder he 

shouted.  He was neither crazy nor rude, but was determined to do 

what was necessary to receive the Lord’s mercy.  After Christ 

restored his sight, the man followed Him and gave thanks to God. 

Unlike the blind beggar, we often lack a sense of urgency about 

presenting ourselves to Christ for healing. Perhaps that is because 

we lack the spiritual vision to see our deepest needs with 

clarity.  Since we are not literally blind and destitute, it is much 

easier for us to ignore our true state than it was for 

him.  Opportunities for distraction are all around us, from our cell 

phones to our work, family responsibilities, and entertainment.  In 

an affluent society, we can easily wrap ourselves in a warm blanket 

of creature comforts and use ample food and drink in ways that ease 

our pains and encourage us to become content with passing 

pleasures.  We easily fall prey to the temptation to exalt ourselves in 

our own minds in light of whatever status we think we have due to 

our education, profession, wealth, physical appearance, or other 

accomplishments and abilities.  We may define ourselves according 

to some national, political, or social identity that we imagine exalts 

us above overs.  We may have accepted our culture’s conventional 

wisdom that possessions, power, and pleasure are more real than 

God.  We do not lack for opportunities to convince ourselves that 

spiritual blindness is a problem only for other people or that it is 

really not a problem at all, even when we are doing nothing other 

than stumbling around in the dark. 

In order to become more like the man whose sight was restored, we 

must follow his example by ignoring our own passionate thoughts 

and the words of others which suggest that there is anything more 

urgent than opening ourselves to receive the Savior’s healing as we 

share more fully in His blessed life.  All kinds of responsibilities and 

concerns may seem more pressing than responding to that calling, 

but even though we live fairly conventional lives in society, we may 

still “lay aside all earthly cares” as we make our duties opportunities 

to serve Christ in our neighbors.  We open the eyes of our souls at 

least a bit to the light of Christ whenever we turn away from the 

blindness of serving only ourselves.  The daily struggle to do so will 

surely help us see more clearly the darkness that is in us.  Instead of 

being discouraged, however, we must then become even more like 

the blind beggar in persistently calling out for the Lord’s healing 

mercy. 

If we remain obsessed with what other people think about us or how 

we measure up according to some cultural standard of success or 

wellbeing, our focus will be on something other than the healing of 

our souls.  In order to gain spiritual clarity, we must cultivate the 

humility to know that we do not need praise, popularity, or the 

world’s approval, but instead mercy, healing, and light that we 

cannot give ourselves.  Before the infinite brilliance of God, we are 

all merely blind beggars.  We must learn to see our excuses for 

remaining blind as simply that:  excuses to remain in the dark. 

St. Paul saw himself clearly as the chief of sinners.  He had been a 

highly respected Pharisee and persecutor of Christians before the 

Risen Lord appeared to him on the road to Damascus.  Surely, 

everyone who knew Paul at that point in his life thought that he was 

a complete fool for becoming a follower of Christ.  He wrote that he 

“received mercy for this reason that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 

Christ might display His perfect patience for an example to those 

who were to believe in Him for eternal life.”  (1 Tim. 1:15-16)   He 

acquired the humility to proclaim that, if the Lord’s mercy extended 

even to someone like him, then there is hope for us all.  Absolutely 

no one has to remain blind. 

There is no way for us to follow St. Paul’s blessed example other 

than taking difficult steps of faithfulness which no one else can 

really see.  No one but God knows if we are mindful in daily prayer, 

if we reject tempting thoughts, and if we shut our eyes and our ears 

to whatever inflames our passions.  We must pray, fast, and give of 

our time and resources to those in need in secret as much as 

humanly possible, refusing to do so in order to gain the praise of 

others or to build ourselves up in our own minds.  We must also 

ignore the criticism of other people and our own doubting thoughts 

when we refuse to treat our neighbors as anything less than living 

icons of Christ, regardless of where they stand according to the 

standards of this world or how they treat or speak about us.  When 

we refuse to make money, possessions, social standing, and physical 

appearance our false gods, we may well look like failures in the eyes 

of many.  When we place loyalty to the Kingdom of God before 

service to any of the petty kingdoms or agendas of this world, some 

will call us fools or traitors. 

Those who are truly finding the healing of their souls in Christ will 

shine brightly in contrast to the darkness that so easily takes root in 

our hearts.   By God’s grace, we must all become so focused on 

gaining the spiritual vision to behold the glory of Jesus Christ that 

we appear as foolish by worldly standards as a blind beggar causing 

a disturbance or a former Pharisee becoming the apostle to the 

Gentiles. Doing so requires a daily struggle to purify our hearts and 

reorient our deepest desires for fulfillment in God.  The first step on 

that journey is to recognize our blindness and to call out with 

persistent humility for the mercy of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Every single one of us must do that every day of our lives if 

we are to know the healing and restoration of the miserable beggar 

who received his sight through faith in the Lord.  Let us not despair 

even when the darkness threatens to overwhelm us, but instead 

mindfully open our hearts to the light of Christ as we trust that He 

will minister to us at our point of greatest need and make us 

participants in His salvation. 


