The first Sunday of Great Lent is called the Sunday of Orthodoxy because it
commemorates the restoration of the Holy Icons and the triumph of the Orthodox
Faith against the terrible heresy of the Iconoclasts, i.e. those heretics who
refused to honor the Holy Icons. For more than a hundred years the Church was

disturbed by the evil doctrine of iconoclasm.

The first Emperor to persecute the Church was Leo the Isaurian, and the last
was Theophilos, the spouse of Saint Theodora (February 11), who reigned after
her husband's death and re-established Orthodoxy in the time of Patriarch
Methodios (June 14). Empress Theodora proclaimed publicly that we do not kiss
the Icons as a sign of worship, nor do we honor them as "gods," but as images of
their prototypes.

In the year 843, on the first Sunday of the Fast, Saint Theodora and her son,
Emperor Michael, venerated the Holy Icons together with the clergy and the
people. Since that time this event has been commemorated every year, because
it was definitively determined that we do not worship the Icons, but we honor and
glorify all the Saints who are depicted on them. We worship only the Triune God:
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and no one else, neither a Saint, nor an

Angel.

Originally, the Holy Prophets Moses, Aaron, and Samuel were commemorated
on this Sunday. The Alleluia verses appointed for today’s Liturgy reflect this older

usage.
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Sunday, Mar 1st, 2026

Sunday of Orthodoxy
Fr. Brian Crivella, Rector...... 330-372-3895 / BrianCrivella@gmail.com
Dn. John Tutoki, Hall Coordinator .............................. 330-720-3541

Nina, Prayer List Coordinator...440-487-6187 / treasurerstjohnsorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Sunday, March 15t Sunday of Orthodoxy / Tone 5
9:30 am Divine Liturgy with the Procession of Icons & Reading of Synodicon

Tuesday, March 3 Martyr Eutropius of Amasea
6:00 pm Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 4" Ven. Gerasimus of the Jordan
5:00 pm AA Meeting
6:00 pm Presanctified Liturgy followed by Confessions
Friday, March 6" The Uncovering of the Precious Cross by Empress St. Helen
6:00pm Journey to Fullness/Catechisis

Saturday, March 7" Memorial Saturday
5:00 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions
Sunday, March 8" Saint Gregory Palamas / Tone 6
9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour


mailto:treasurerstjohnsorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Attendance/Stewardship February 22"

Attendance: 61 Adults & 19 Children

Prayer Corner

Fr. Michael (Chris DiGiacobbe’s Dad)
Sbdcn Joseph (Clyde)

Raymond

Greg, Clara, Jeanie

Anna Marie & Donald Wood

Azouria

Charles & Joanie Monroe

David & Sharon McGhee

Laura & Roy

Szakach (Niki Rice’s Mom)

Patrick, Elizabeth, Patrick, Cassandra
Robert Somrok

Total: 80

Sbdcn Eugene Stan
Sbdcn George
Sarah Crivella
Anna

Art & Sally Cogar
Barb Altiere

Dante Petronelli
DeToro (Fr Dcn John’s Friend)
James Livermore Jr.
Eric

Jim Adgate
Jude DiBattiste

Cherie & Don Davison (David Wood'’s Friends)

Tammy Wallice (Michelle Thomas's Aunt & Friend)

The Faculty, Teachers, and Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy
The Suffering Christians in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East

Jane Zalewski’s Nephew], Helen Ledney
{2/9), & Virgil Stan (2/7{

Expecting: Donald & Kayla Cunningham

Newly Departed: Linda Antenelli (2/26) éMichea/ Thompson’s Aunt], Michael Metz (2/20)
(2/13) [Jane Zalewski’s Sister] David Campbell

[Sbdcn Eugene’s Brother] Tom Hall (2/20) [Harry’s Friend]

Catechumens: Alexander Mackey, Max & Kelly Killian, Michael & Sarah Vidman, &

Joseph Foster

Birthdays: Sarah Crivella & Lou Zalewski (2"%) & Paul Kuzmiak (3™)

Anniversaries: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Candle Commemorations

Theotokos XXX XXXXKXXX
Altar For the Memory of George E. Kaschak
Christ For the Memory of Michael Stehnach
Announcements

Budget Comittee Meeting
There will be a brief Budget Committee meeting during coffee hour after the Divine
Liturgy. All are welcome!

Annual Meeting Date Changed to March 15th
Our Parish Annual Meeting will be on March 15th after a brief coffee hour. Please be
sure to attend!

Iconostasis Beautification Project

We will be repainting the Iconostasis on Sunday, March 29, immediately following Divine
Liturgy/Coffee Hour, & again on Monday, March 30, beginning at 4:30 PM. All are
welcome to help as we care for and beautify God's house. Due to the sensitive and
detailed nature of the work, we kindly ask that only those with steady hands and
patience assist with the painting. Gold and brushes will be provided, along with
refreshments in gratitude for your time and helping hands. A sign up sheet is at the
Candle Stand for those interested in helping! See you then!

2025 Donation Statements
Donation statements for 2025 are available from Carol Bobosh at the Candlestand.
Contact her if you have any questions regarding your statement.




