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The Friend of the Bridegroom: “He Must Increase and I Must Decrease.”
Sunday

May 9th

2nd Sun of Pascha / Tone 1 / St. Thomas Sunday

Readings:
Monday

May 10

th

Saturday

May 15

Sunday

May 16th

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Matthew 5:14-19

6:00 pm
Vesperal Liturgy
St. Pachomius the Great, Founder of Cœnobitic Monasticism
5:00 pm
Great Vespers
3rd Sun of Pascha / Tone 2 / Myrrhbearing Women

Readings:

Acts 6:1-7

9:30 am

Divine Liturgy

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / May 2nd

Attendance: (Adults: 59, Children 19)
Weekly Offering
Candle Offerings
Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy

John 20:19-31

9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
Equal to the Apostles Cyril & Methodius Teachers of the Slavs

Readings:
th

Acts 5:12-20

78
$4961.00
$199.00
$25.00

Mark 15:43-16:8
Helen Bobosh / Sarah Crivella / Harry Ramsey (Fr. Brian’s
Friend) / Karen & Keith (Fr. Brian’s Aunt & Uncle) / The
Faculty, Teachers, and Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox
Academy / Maria & Juliana and their unborn children (Fr.
Andrew’s Daughters)
Newly Baptized & Illumined: Lily Carpenter

CHRIST IS RISEN!
Indeed He is Risen! This is the culmination and cornerstone
of our faith. This is our victory and our joy! This is also the
traditional greeting of Orthodox Christians from now until the
feast of Christ’s Holy Ascension.

Memory Eternal: Brad Ronyak (4/1) / Peter Truta (4/10) /
Archpriest Peter Pawlack (4/19) / John Hranitz (4/21)

Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy
Our charity for the month of May is our very own Holy Trinity
Orthodox Academy. Holy Trinity is an Orthodox Private
school for children located in Warren that offers children a
faith-based education with a classic curriculum utilizing
modern techniques and technology. May God Bless Holy
Trinity as they build up the children of Warren in knowledge
and faith through our prayers and giving!

Anneversaries: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Fr. Dcn. John Tutoki / Subdcn George / Fr. Basil & Mat.
Patty / Fr. Dcn Paul & Mat. Marsha Mitchell / Art Cogar Sr. /
Sandy Malsh / The Zylka Family / Dana Lutz / Ellen Marie /
Trista Tutoki / Paul Bakich / Leslie / Joanne Kaschak / Lilian
/ Miles Cuckovich / Alice & Matthew / Brother Andrew /
Magie & Kenny Sanders / Michael (Michelle Reinhart’s dad)
/ Bill Paluch / Nina Lowry / Alyssa Angle / Josephine
Grabko / Peter Bolock / James Livermore / Helen Skovan /

Birthdays: Patty Thompson & Christopher Zylka (Sun),
David Quick, Daniel Ellis, & Taleigh Keene (Thurs), Joseph
Malacky (Fri), & Melissa Wallace (Sat)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Candle Commemorations
Theotokos In Memory of Andrea Tarchick
Altar
For the Birthday of Patty Thompson
Christ
In Memory of George Tarchick

2220 Reeves Rd NE • Warren, Ohio 44483 • 330-372-3895 • frbrian@stjohnswarren.com • www.saintjohnswarren.com

Pentecost, and Pentecost itself is fifty days after
Pascha. Pentecost is the fulfillment of Pascha. Christ
ascended into heaven and sent down His Holy Spirit. When
By Fr. Alexander Schmemann
He sent down His Holy Spirit into the world, a new society
This is the starting point for our understanding of the
was instituted, a body of people, whose took on a new
sanctification of time. It is the Orthodox experience, which meaning. This new meaning comes directly from Christ’s
goes back to the apostles themselves, that in the centre of our Resurrection. We are no longer people in meaningless time
liturgical life, in the very centre of that time which we
that leads to a meaningless end. We are given not only a
measure as year, we find the Feast of Christ’s Resurrection. new meaning in life, but even death itself has acquired a
What is the Resurrection? Resurrection is the appearance in new significance. In the troparion of Pascha we say,
this world, completely dominated by time and therefore by “trampling down death by death." We do not say that He
death, of life that shall have not end. The One who rose again trampled down death by the Resurrection, but by death. And
from the dead does not die anymore. In this world of ours,
although a Christian still faces death, being in this way
not somewhere else, not in any “other” world, there appeared similar to any other man, death has for him a new
one morning someone who is beyond death and yet in our
significance. It means entering into the Pascha of the Lord,
time. This meaning of Christ’s Resurrection, this great joy, is into His own passage from the old into a new life. This is
the central theme of Christianity; and it has been preserved in the key to the liturgical year of the Church. Christianity is,
its fullness in the liturgy of the Orthodox Church. There is
first of all, the proclamation in this world of Christ’s
much truth expressed by those who say that the central theme Resurrection. Orthodox spirituality is paschal in its inner
of Orthodoxy, the centre of all its experience, the frame of
content, and the real content of the Christian life is joy.
reference for everything else in her, is the Resurrection of
We speak of feasts, and the feast is the expression of
Christ.
Christianity as joy. When you teach children, you convey to
We Orthodox living in the West are in danger of losing this them not only certain knowledge but also the spirit which is
resurrection spirit of Christianity. We are concerned with
behind this knowledge. You know that the one thing a child
death much more than with resurrection, and church life
accepts easily is joy. But we have made our Christianity so
sometimes is dominated by the funeral rather than the
adult, so serious, so sad, so solemn, that we have virtually
resurrection type of piety. Yet no one can understand the real emptied it of that joy. Yet Christ has said, “Whoever does
structure of the liturgical cycle of the year unless he
not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter
understands that the center, the day that gives meaning to all it” (Mark 10:15, and Luke 18:17). To become like a child,
days and therefore to all time, is the yearly commemoration in Christ’s words, means to be capable of that joy of which
of Christ’s Resurrection at Pascha. Pascha is always the end an adult is no longer capable, to enter into communion with
and always the beginning. We are always living after Pascha, things, with nature, with other people, without suspicion or
and we are always going towards Pascha. The whole spirit fear or frustration. We often use the term grace, but what is
and meaning of liturgical life is contained in Pascha, together grace? Charis in Greek means not only grace but also joy. If
with the subsequent fifty-day period which culminates in the I stress this point so much, it is because of my certainty that
feast of Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
our first message must be this message of Paschal
apostles. This unique Paschal celebration is reflected every Joy. When on Pascha night we stand at the door of the
week in the Christian Sunday, the day which Russians, for Church and the Priest says, “Christ is Risen,” the night in
example, still call Voskresenie, “Resurrection.” Though it
the words of Gregory of Nyssa, becomes “lighter than the
man seem strange to you, it is important to realize that every day.” Here is the strength, the real root of the Christian
Sunday is a little Pascha. I say “Little Pascha,” but it is really experience. And only within the framework of this joy can
“Great Pascha.” Every week the Church comes to the same we understand everything else. Let us keep in mind that
central experience: “Having beheld the Resurrection of
Pascha is the real beginning of our liturgical year. The year
Christ . . .” Every Saturday night, when the Priest carries the “officially” begins on September 1st; but I am speaking here
Gospel from the Altar to the center of the Church, after he
in terms of its spiritual principle and foundation, because
has read the Gospel of the Resurrection, the same
Pascha truly opens our understanding of time. The world
fundamental fact of our Christian Faith is proclaimed:
was dark, and Someone brought in light and warmth. The
CHRIST IS RISEN! St. Paul says, “If Christ has not been
world was sad because it had become a cemetery, and
raised then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain” Someone said, “Death is no more.” This is what Christ did
(I Cor. 15:14). There is nothing else to believe. This is the
in this world. It was cold and sinful and cruel, and He came
heart of our Faith; and it is only the reference to Pascha, as and said, “Rejoice!” This is the way Christ addressed His
the end of all merely natural time and the beginning of the
disciples. “Rejoice! Peace be with you!” Paschal joy is,
new time, that we can understand the whole liturgical year. therefore, the beginning of Christian experience.
The Feast of the Resurrection, Pentecost, & Pascha

Pentecost is the fulfillment of Pascha. If you open a calendar,
you will find all our Sundays are called Sundays after

