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The Friend of the Bridegroom: “He Must Increase and I Must Decrease.”
Sunday

Nov 14th

Wednesday

Nov 17th

Saturday

Nov 20th

Sunday

Nov 21st

21st Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 4 / Holy Apostle Philip
Readings:
Galatians 2:16-20
Luke 10:25-37
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour
St. Gregory, Wonderworker of Neo-Cæsarea
Readings:
Colossians 3:17-4:1
Luke 15:1-10
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
5:00 pm
AA Meeting / 6:15 pm Adult Class on Icons
Forefeast of the Entry Into the Temple of the Most-holy Theotokos
5:00 pm
Great Vespers with Litya followed by Confessions
nd
22 Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 5 / Entry of the Theotokos Into the Temple
Readings:
Hebrews 9:1-7
Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / November 7th

Attendance: (Adults: 56, Children 15)
Weekly Offering
Candle Offerings
OCMC Adopt a Priest
Sausage Sale

71
$3885.00
$78.00
$2200.00
$3860.00

Coffee Hour Helpers Needed!
Coffee hour is a joy and wonderful time for us to come
together and enjoy “Communion with each other after
Communion.” If you’d be interested in helping with this
ministry at our parish by assisting in setting up, or putting
things away afterwards, we could use a hand! Please let Fr.
Brian or Mark Malacky know.
Giving Tree for Children in Need
Trumbull County Children Services has many children in
need that have no family to bless them or buy them gifts for
Christmas. We’ve received slips with 25 children’s names,
ages, and things they need/requested for Christmas that
have been placed on a Giving Tree at the candle stand. If
you’d like to bless a child this year, please consider taking
one home. All gifts should remain unwrapped (Trumbull
County Children Services inspects and wraps the gifts) and
brought in bags labeled for which child they’re for. The gifts
will be picked up on December 15th.

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Fr. Mark Leasure / Brother Andrew / Virgil / Carol Bobosh /
John Michael / Claudia Maksimoff / Richard Alberini /
Jeremiah Roscoe / Dana Ronyak / Donnie & Cherie
Davidson / Jennifer Brainard / Michael, Catherine, & Zoe
Stan / Dana Lutz / Ellen Marie / Joanne Kaschak / Lilian /
Alice & Matthew / Magie & Kenny Sanders / Bill Paluch /
Nina Lowry / Alyssa Angle / Josephine Grabko / James
Livermore / Sarah Crivella / The Faculty, Teachers, and
Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy
Expecting: Lauren Mihalyo, Matushka Carly Koranda, Jen &
Their unborn Children
Birthdays: Annelisse Georgevich, Rachel Memorich, &
Connie Pacek (Wed), Jason Razycki & Amy Tarchick (Sat)
Anniversaries: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Candle Commemorations
Theotokos
Health of the Zalewski/Georgavich Families
Altar
In Memory of Catherine Cuckovich
Christ
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Providence and the Good God
November 5, 2021 · Fr. Stephen Freeman
How do you see the world? Is it deeply troubled, teetering on the
brink of disaster? Are dark forces lurking, quietly undermining even
the possibility of doing good?
There is much talk, here and there, about the nature of the “Orthodox
mind.” Whether it is discussed under the heading of “acquiring an
Orthodox phronema” (which can be very off-putting for some), or
simply coming to understand what constitutes an Orthodox
worldview, the conversation is important. St. Paul says this:

Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who
loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,nor
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans
8:31–39)
This same unbounded confidence is echoed throughout the Orthodox
tradition. The Morning Prayer of the Elders of Optina gives a good
example. It reads, in part:

“O Lord, grant that I may meet all that this coming day brings to me
with spiritual tranquility. Grant that I may fully surrender myself to
Thy holy Will. At every hour of this day, direct and support me in all
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which things. Whatsoever news may reach me in the course of the day, teach
is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but me to accept it with a calm soul and the firm conviction that all is
subject to Thy holy Will.”
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans
Though neither St. Paul nor St. John could see the “big picture” of
12:1-2)
their current events, their larger picture (the true big picture) was
This apostolic admonition makes it clear that there is a gulf between governed by one thing – they knew that God is good and that He is at
work in all things, everywhere, and at all times, for our good. This is
us and the “world.” St. John uses even stronger language:
true despite every action and form of evil. What our adversary means
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the for our destruction, God means for our good (as we see in the Biblical
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
story of Joseph the Patriarch).
world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing This is the foundation of an Orthodox mind. Without it, there will be
little faith, much anxiety, and a spiritual life that is tossed “to and fro”
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides
from every side. Christ told His disciples that they would be
forever.” (1 John 2:15-17).
persecuted. He told them, however, to give no thought to what they
Obviously, St. John and St. Paul have a common meaning for “world” might say when that moment came, promising that words would be
in these passages. That meaning is not the same as the use of the word given them at that time. (Matt. 10:19) He rebuffed their every effort to
in St. John’s gospel, “For God so loved the world.” That “world” is a get from Him information about “when,” “where,” and “how.”
collective that describes the whole of creation. The other use is a term
I agree with the observation that we live in troubled times. In point of
meant to describe the collective “mind” of sin and death that
fact, the Church has always lived in troubled times. There have been
permeates so much of the culture around us – that is – how people
think and behave when their life is alienated from the commandments no ideal centuries for Orthodoxy. “Holy Byzantium” and “Holy
Russia” are far more products of our imagination than of actual
of Christ.
history. Emperors and Tsars have been among our greatest
Both apostles, however, are not governed by this concern, nor is it
persecutors. However, the “times” in which we live is not a concern of
their take on how to see what is going on. News was largely word-of- the Orthodox mind. Even atheists are capable of worrying about the
mouth and only occasional. They did not have a “big picture” in our state of the world.
modern sense of the phrase. St. Paul urges prayer for the emperor and
even defends the authority of the emperor, with no particular foresight Do you believe that “all is subject to Thy holy will?” Do you believe
that God is good? Do you believe that He is working in all things both
that the very authority he defended would, in the end, demand his
for your good and the good of the whole world? That primary
head. (Even had he known, he would have said the same thing).
goodness is the “sacrament” of which the world is the manifestation.
What we find in both, however, is clear evidence of the “mind of
Each day and every moment of the day, we are invited to eat and drink
Christ” (an “Orthodox phronema”). Later theology would come to
the goodness of God with which He feeds us. This is the heart of an
describe that phronema under the heading of “providence.” St. Paul
Orthodox mind. St. Paul again gives this commandment:
writes:
“Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord
“…we know that all things work together for good to those who love is.And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” (Rom.
with the Spirit,speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and
8:28)
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of
That peaceful confidence is echoed throughout his writings. He can
our Lord Jesus Christ,” (Eph 5:17–20)
say:
Acquiring this mind is not easy at first. It requires prayer and fasting
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be (including fasting from worldly news and worries). It requires that we
against us?
guard our hearts from temptation. It requires the slow and patient
understanding that can only come from “theoria,” the contemplation
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
of the goodness of God in all things.
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
As it is written: ‘For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are
Jesus, like Jonah, was asleep in the boat during the storm. That is the
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.’
mind of Christ.

