
 
 

Sunday Nov 7th        20th Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 3 / Synaxis of the Holy Unmercenaries 

  Readings:          Galatians 1:11-19 Luke 8:41-56 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

Wednesday Nov 10th        Apostles of the 70: Erastus, Olympas, Herodion, Sosipater, Quartus, & Tertius 

  Readings:          Colossians 1:18-23 Luke 12:48-59 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

  5:00 pm AA Meeting  /  6:15 pm Adult Class on Icons  

Saturday Nov 13th         St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople 

  4:15 pm Matthew Kaznica Panakhida 

  5:00 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions  

Sunday Nov 14th        21st Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 4 / Holy Apostle Philip 

  Readings:          Galatians 2:16-20 Luke 10:25-37 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / October 31st                  

 
 
 
 

 

OCMC Adopt a Priest 

Our charity for the month of November is Orthodox Christian 

Mission Center’s ‘Adopt a Priest.’  The money raised will go 

directly to support missionary priests bringing the Light of 

Christ in countries across the world.  Fr. Brian’s dear friend, 

Fr. Christopher and his family have been able to establish an 

Orthodox church and community in South Korea due to this 

fund. 

 

Saint John’s Sausage Sale! 

A special thanks to everyone who helped to make our Fall 

Sausage Sale a success!  All the helping hands made for fun 

and quick work in making it.  If you still need to pick up your 

order please see Jim Stan or Mark Malacky. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 Fr. Mark Leasure / Brother Andrew / Virgil / Carol Bobosh / 
John Michael / Claudia Maksimoff / Richard Alberini / 
Jeremiah Roscoe / Dana Ronyak / Donnie & Cherie 
Davidson / Jennifer Brainard / Michael, Catherine, & Zoe 
Stan / Dana Lutz / Ellen Marie / Joanne Kaschak / Lilian / 
Alice & Matthew / Magie & Kenny Sanders / Bill Paluch / 
Nina Lowry / Alyssa Angle / Josephine Grabko / James 
Livermore / Sarah Crivella / The Faculty, Teachers, and 
Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy 
 
Expecting: Lauren Mihalyo, Matushka Carly Koranda, Jen & 
Their unborn Children 
 
Birthdays:  Treven Brindle (Sun), William Clark (Thurs), 
Michael Miller & Mary Nicholl (Fri) 

Anniversaries:  Patty & Skip Henry (Thurs) & Renee & 
Thomas Henry (Fri) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Candle Commemorations 
Theotokos              For the Birthday of Mary Nicholl 
Altar            In Memory of James & Helen Rimar 
Christ                      xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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The Humble Faith of Those Who Face the Truth: 

Homily for the Seventh Sunday of Luke in the 

Orthodox Church 

November 6, 2021 · Fr. Philip LeMasters  

 

There are times when reality slaps us in the face and reveals the 

weakness and brokenness of our lives.  There are many different 

ways to respond to such challenges that range from ignoring them 

to wrestling seriously with how to find strength and There are 

times when reality slaps us in the face and reveals the weakness 

and brokenness of our lives.  There are many different ways to 

respond to such challenges that range from ignoring them to 

wrestling seriously with how to find strength and healing.  Today’s 

gospel reading provides us with examples of how to use such 

situations to help us share more fully in the life of Christ. 

Jairus and his wife were put to the ultimate test when the Lord said 

of their daughter, “Do not fear; only believe, and she shall be 

well…[and] “Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.”  We 

have no idea what Jairus had thought about Christ other than that 

he knelt before Him and asked Him to come to his house, where 

his daughter was dying.  After she had died, whatever faith he had 

was surely stretched to the breaking point. 

We also do not really know how Jairus and his wife responded to 

the Lord’s challenge to believe that their daughter would return to 

life and health.  Nonetheless, they had enough faith to go into their 

house with the Messiah Who had promised to save their daughter 

if they believed and did not fear.  Mourning and weeping had 

already begun, and others laughed at the Savior for saying, “Do 

not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.”   In the midst of the 

very worst day of their lives, Jairus and his wife somehow found 

the strength to trust in Christ’s promise, which enabled them to 

receive a miracle well beyond all reasonable expectations. 

These are not accounts of people who naively thought that all was 

well.  Jairus and his wife, as well as the bleeding woman, were at 

the end of their ropes.  They had no idea how they could be 

delivered from the tragic circumstances in which they found 

themselves.  The gravity of their challenges is reflected by how 

little these characters speak in their encounters with Christ. They 

did not use many words to show whatever level of faith they had 

in Him, perhaps because their pain and fear were beyond words. 

The woman did not say anything until after her healing, which 

came through the only small gesture of faith that she had the 

strength to make:  reaching out to touch the hem of the Savior’s 

garment in the middle of a crowd.  She was healed instantly, but 

spoke only after she had been found out.  She did so with fear and 

trembling, falling down before the Lord and stating publicly why 

she had reached out for healing.  That was likely the most difficult 

and embarrassing moment of her life.  In response, the Lord said, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 

Jairus had asked Christ to come to his house where his daughter 

was dying, but he and his wife probably struggled in stunned 

silence to believe that the Lord could actually raise her from the 

dead.  After He did so, “her parents were amazed; but He charged 

them to tell no one what had happened.” Their faith, however 

small and imperfect, was all that the Savior needed to work an 

extraordinary miracle. 

The Lord Who rose from the dead in order to make us participants 

in His eternal life showed mercy throughout His earthly ministry 

to people who suffered from death and disease in the world as we 

know it.  In doing so, He provided signs of His fulfillment and 

restoration of the human person in the image and likeness of 

God.  Our ultimate calling is not to suffering and death, but to the 

blessedness of eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven. To respond 

to that sublime vocation is not, however, an easy thing, for 

corruption and weakness in all their forms are more deeply rooted 

within us than we like to recognize.  Many of us have become 

experts in distracting ourselves from facing such uncomfortable 

truths. 

The Lord met the needs of the bleeding woman and Jairus’s family 

when they had to face the most uncomfortable of truths.  They 

were at their lowest point, the brink of complete 

despair.  According to the conventional wisdom, they should have 

simply accepted their deep pains and adjusted to lives of 

loss.  Somehow, however, they mustered the faith to open their 

souls to Christ such that they could receive His healing mercy. 

Somehow, they acquired the humility to expose their brokenness 

to Him.  In doing so, they entrusted themselves to Him and 

acknowledged that they were not in full control of their lives, for 

they needed healing and mercy that they could not give 

themselves. 

We must learn from their blessed examples to offer the struggles 

of our lives to Christ in the same way.  Instead of keeping our 

heads in the sand and assuming that our problems will magically 

disappear if we ignore them or otherwise pretending that all is 

well, we must cultivate the humble trust to reach out to touch the 

hem of Christ’s garment as best we can, even if we do so with 

faith only the size of a mustard seed.  Instead of accepting that evil 

has an unbreakable hold on our souls or will have the last word 

about any circumstance, we must offer even our deepest pains and 

most embarrassing weaknesses for Him to heal.  We must persist 

in entrusting ourselves and our loved ones to Christ, especially 

when the conventional wisdom tells us simply to give 

up.  Otherwise, we will never acquire the faith necessary to receive 

the divine mercy of the One Who has conquered even the grave. 

Through His resurrection, Christ has made even death itself a point 

of entry to the joy of the heavenly kingdom.  Instead of being 

paralyzed by our pain, weakness, loss, and fear, we must make 

them points of contact with the Savior as we reach out and touch 

the hem of His garment and trust that His healing will extend to 

our open wounds, as well as to those of our loved ones and our 

world.  That does not require perfect faith, but persistence in 

opening ourselves to receive His blessing with the humility of 

people who know that we cannot save ourselves or anyone else. 

There is no point in pretending that all is well when it obviously is 

not; that was true for the bleeding woman and for Jairus, and it is 

also true for us.  We must face the reality of our own brokenness 

with brutal honesty, if we are ever to acquire the humble faith 

necessary to enter into the joy of those who hear the Lord say, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace” and “Do 

not fear; only believe, and she shall be well.”  The question is not 

whether the Savior wants to fulfill His gracious purposes for us, 

but whether we will open ourselves to receive His healing mercy. 

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/

