The pagan Roman Emperors tried to obliterate the holy places where our Lord Jesus
Christ suffered and rose from the dead, so that they would be forgotten. Emperor
Hadrian ordered that Golgotha and the Lord's Sepulchre be buried, and that a temple in
honor of the pagan "goddess" Venus and a statue of Jupiter be placed there. Pagans
gathered at this place and offered sacrifice to idols. Eventually after 300 years, by Divine
Providence, the Christian holy places, the Sepulchre of the Lord, and the Life-giving
Cross, were discovered and opened for veneration. Ardently desiring to find the Cross
upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint Constantine sent his mother, the
pious Empress Helen, to Jerusalem providing her with a letter to Saint Makarios, the
Patriarch of Jerusalem. Although the holy Empress Helen was no longer young, she set
about completing the task with enthusiasm. She was directed to a certain elderly Jew
named Jude who stated that the Cross was buried beneath the temple of Venus. They
demolished the pagan temple and, after praying, they began to excavate the ground.
Soon the Lord's Tomb was uncovered.

Not far from it were three crosses, and a board with the inscription ordered by Pilate,
and four nails which had pierced the Lord’s Body. In order to discover on which of the
three crosses the Savior had been crucified, Patriarch Makarios alternately touched the
crosses to a corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched the dead man, he was
restored to life. After witnessing the raising of the dead man, everyone was convinced
that the Life-giving Cross had been found. Saint Helen took part of the Life-giving Wood
and nails with her to Constantinople. Saint Constantine ordered a majestic and spacious
church to be built at Jerusalem in honor of the Resurrection of Christ, also including
under its roof the Life-giving Tomb of the Lord and Golgotha. The church was built in ten
years. Saint Helen did not survive until the dedication of the church, she reposed in the
year 327. The church was consecrated on September 13, 335. On the following day,
September 14, the festal celebration of the Exaltation of the Honorable and Life-giving
Cross was established.
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Sunday, Sept 14th, 2025
Exaltation of the Cross
Fr. Brian Crivella, Rector...... 330-372-3895 / BrianCrivella@gmail.com
Dn. John Tutoki, Hall Coordinator .............................. 330-720-3541
Nina, Prayer List Coordinator...440-487-6187 / treasurerstjohnsorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Sunday, Sept 14" Exaltation of the Cross / Tone 5
9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour (Church School Begins)

Tuesday, Sept 16" Great Martyr Euphemia the All-praised
6:00 pm Parish Book Study

Wednesday, Sept 17" Martyr Sophia & her three daughters: Faith, Hope, & Love
5:00 pm AA Meeting
6:00 pm Choir Practice

Saturday, Sept 20" Greatmartyr Eustathios Placidas, his wife & their children
5:00 pm Great Vespers
6:00 pm Barb & George Jr. Datish Panakhida

Sunday, Sept 21t Leavetaking of the Elevation of the Cross / Tone 6
9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour


mailto:treasurerstjohnsorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Attendance/Stewardship September 7t

Attendance: 67 Adults & 28 Children Total: 95
Weekly Stewardship Offerings: $3,285.00
Weekly Candle Offerings: $120.00

Charity of the Month (Our Diocese Seminarians): $25.00

Prayer Corner
Fr. Peter (Fr. Brian’s Friend)

Fr. Michael (Chris DiGiacobbe’s Dad)

Sbdcn George Sbdcn Eugene Stan
Sbdcn Joseph (Clyde) Anna

Art & Sally Cogar Cara DeToro (Fr Dcn John’s Friend)
Cherie & Don Davison Chris Wallace
Donald & Ann Marie Wood David Campbell
Elena Szakach Eric

Greg, Clara, Jeanie Jane

James Livermore Jr. Laura & Roy

Patty DiGiacobbe Sarah Crivella
Azouria Susanne

Shelly Straitiff Patricia Zylka

The Faculty, Teachers, and Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy
The Suffering Christians in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East

Newly Departed: William Zylka (8/31), David Adamczyk (9/5) & Mildred Loychik (9/6) &
Also Ernie Lees (9/12)[Mat. Rose’s Unce

Expecting: Nichola & Jessica & their unborn child

Newborn Children of God: Charlotte & her parents John & Shannon, Adaline & her
Parents Moriah & David Cholcher

Newly Baptized & lllumined Child of God: Amelia

Catechumens: Lucian & Lilianna Vasil, Nicky Lewis, Alexander Mackey,
Tristan & Colleen Beil, Max & Kelly Killian

Birthdays: John Tutoki Jr. (15"), Marge Petty (17™), & Lauren Roscoe (20'")
Anniversaries: Vadim & Kathy Stehnach (15™)

Candle Commemorations

Theotokos For the Memory of George Tarchick
Altar For the Health of Vadim & Kathy
Christ For the Memory of Jean Miller

Announcements

Charity of the Month: Our Diocese Seminarians

Every September in our Diocese is dedicated to raising money for our seminarians. Most of
our seminarians give up good careers and go into debt, often needing food stamps and
other public assistance to make ends meet, in order to attend school with the hope of some
day being ordained. Please be generous in your support of them!

Saint John’s Parish Book Study

All are welcome to join our Parish Council and lay leaders in our upcoming book study of,
Reclaiming the Great Commission: A Roadmap to Parish Health, by Father Evan Armatas,
beginning Tuesday September 16 @ 6:00 PM. Meetings will happen every other week
unless otherwise noted. There are some extra copies of the book available in the bookstore
if you wish to participate and need a copy of the book - $14 each. We will get our feet wet by
discussing the Forward & Introduction at our first meeting. See you there!

Choir Practice
Due to a scheduling conflict Choir Practice is now tentatively scheduled for Wed Sep 17th at
6:00pm. All catechumans and newer church members are encouraged to attend!

Spaghetti Dinner
Our Parish’s next Spaghetti Dinner will be on October 5th. If you’d like to donate supplies or
lend a hand a sign up sheet is on the candlestand. Please see Mary Kaschak for more info!

Saint John’s 100 Year Anniversary Committee
Thank you to everyone who attended the first planning meeting. We are looking for photos,
articles, and personal stories about our parish’s history. Please send them to Fr. Brian.

Keep Jesus Warm This Winter!

Please participate in Warren Family Mission's Winter Coat Give-Away! Barrels for clean,
new and lightly used ADULTS AND KIDS' COATS, HATS, GLOVES, SCARVES, and
BLANKETS are set up in our parish hall for your convenience. Remember Jesus' words: "If
you did so unto the least of these, you did so unto Me." (Matt. 25:40). So let's keep our
neighbors -- made in God's image -- warm in the coming chilly weather! We have until
Sunday, October 19 to donate.

Church Picnic Photos
Please Facebook message, text or email photos from the parish picnic to Michael Stan. If
you need his number, ask Jim Stan.




