
 
 

Sunday Sep 19th        13th Sun after Pentecost / Tone 4 / Afterfeast of the Exaltation of the Cross 

  Readings:          1 Corinthians 16:13-24     Matthew 21:33-42 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

Wednesday Sep 22nd   Hieromartyr Phocas, Bishop of Sinopè 

  Readings:          2 Corinthians 13:3-14  Luke 4:1-15 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

  6:15 pm Adult Class 

Saturday Sep 25th         Repose of Ven. Sergius the Wonderworker, Abbot of Rádonezh 

  5:00 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions  

Sunday Sep 26th        14th Sun aftr Pntcst / Tone 5 / Repose of St. John the Evangelist & Theologian 

  Readings:          1 John 4:12-19 John 19:25-21:25 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 
 
 

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / September 12th                 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Lay Delegate Needed for Diocese Assembly 

From October 11th – 13th the 60th Assembly of the Diocese of 

the Midwest will be gathering at Archangel Michael Orthodox 

Church in nearby Broadview Heights.  Our parish is in need 

of a Lay Delegate to attend the assembly with Fr. Brian.  If 

you’re interested, please let Fr. Brian know ASAP! 

 

Adult Class on Iconography! 

A final reminder that this Wednesday, September 22st, Fr. 

Brian will begin teaching an adult class on the history, 

reading, and meaning of Holy Icons in the parish social hall 

at 6:15pm.  Light refreshments will be provided by Fr. Brian, 

and Mat. Rose will be watching children in the classrooms 

with snacks and an activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 Fr. Mark Leasure / Brother Andrew / Victor Chuka / Julie 
Crivella (Fr. Brian’s Mom) / Claudia Maximoff / Richard 
Alberini / Jeremiah Roscoe / Dana Ronyak / Donnie & 
Cherie Davidson / Jennifer Brainard / Michael, Catherine, & 
Zoe Stan / Dana Lutz / Ellen Marie / Leslie / Joanne Kaschak 
/ Lilian / Alice & Matthew / Magie & Kenny Sanders / Bill 
Paluch / Nina Lowry / Alyssa Angle / Josephine Grabko / 
James Livermore / Sarah Crivella / The Faculty, Teachers, 
and Students of Holy Trinity Orthodox Academy 
 
Newly Married:  Aaron & Tatyana Rutz  
 
Expecting: Juliana, Lauren Mihalyo, Matushka Carly 
Koranda & Their unborn Children 
 
Memory Eternal:  Ted Geletka (8/20) Archpriest Sergei 
Glagolev (9/1) Archpriest Stacey Richter (9/5) 

Birthdays:  Vincent Rinehart (Sun), Lauren Rosko (Mon), 
Mark Roscoe (Tues), Courtney Sedall (Wed), Donny 
Davison (Thurs), Patty Henry (Fri), Kaden Denno (Sat) 

Anniversaries:  John & Carolyn Sliwa (Fri) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Candle Commemorations 
Theotokos      In Memory of George Datish Jr. 
Altar    In Memory of Catherine Cuckovich 
Christ                 In Memory of George Datish Jr. 
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The Despised God 
By Fr. Stephen Freeman  

In On the Orthodox Faith, St. John of Damascus declares: ‘The 

Son is the image of the Father, and the Spirit the image of the 

Son’. Such statements are easily read and passed over as 

among the more obvious Trinitarian statements. I add to this 

statement another from St. Irenaeus: “That which is invisible of 

the Son is the Father, and that which is visible of the Father is 

the Son.” Of course, St. Irenaeus’ statement represents a very 

early expression, since he was writing over 120 years before 

Nicaea. Both statements, however, are essential to 

understanding the heart of the Christian gospel. 

That Christ is the precise image of the Father is put forth in the 

book of Hebrews (1:3). This is refined in Nicaea’s language of 

“homoousios” (“same substance”). But while that language 

speaks of “being” or “substance,” we easily lose sight of what 

is being put forward. Christ not only reveals the answer to the 

question, “Who is God?” but also the question, “What is God 

like?” It is this latter understanding that plays such an 

important role in St. Paul’s treatment of Christ Crucified. 

St. Paul identifies Christ as the “Wisdom of God,” and the 

“Power of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). And in doing so, specifically 

links this with “Christ Crucified.” The crucifixion of Christ for 

Paul is more than an event that accomplishes salvation – it is 

an event that reveals Him in His fullness. The Christ of the 

Cross is the humble and self-emptying Christ (Phil. 2:5-11). He 

is the God whose “strength is made perfect in weakness.” And 

it is this very image that St. Paul points to as the character of 

his own imitation of Christ. 

It is also an image that is properly used for our understanding 

of God. St. Paul again offers this: 

…God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to 

shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 

world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the 

base things of the world and the things which are despised God 

has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing 

the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. 

(1Co 1:27-29) 

It is quite possible (and not uncommon) to read such a passage 

as God being primarily concerned for His glory. But that very 

thought belies its own failed assumptions. The “glory” of God 

is not the glory of wondrous success, shining fame and an 

incomparable reputation. Instead, we are told that we behold 

the glory of God “in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of 

darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But 

we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of 

the power may be of God and not of us. (2Co 4:6-7) 

There are not infrequent attempts to create an antinomy of the 

theology of the Cross and a theology of glory. It is a false 

distinction when we understand that Christ Crucified is the 

revelation of the glory of God. 

It is not just seen in the Cross. There is an unrelenting theme 

throughout Scripture in which God accomplishes His work 

through that which is least and broken. Whether it is choosing 

the second son rather than the first, Joseph as slave and 

prisoner to be first in Egypt, Moses who stutters when he 

speaks, young David rather than his brothers, Israel itself as 

an insignificant nation, Abraham and Sarah who are too old to 

have children, and so on, the pattern is clear. Mary the Mother 

of God says it well in her hymn of praise: 

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has put down the 

mighty from their thrones, And exalted the lowly. He has 

filled the hungry with good things, And the rich He has sent 

away empty. (Luk 1:51-53) 

It is easy to recognize this as the way in which God deals with 

His creation, but it is yet something else to recognize that this 

is so because it is who God is. We are told that God resists the 

proud and gives grace to the humble. We do well to 

understand, however, that this is so because God Himself is 

humble. 

Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek 

and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. (Mat 

11:29) 

We are invited not only to be meek and lowly, but to learn 

such meekness from the heart of God. 

For many, such meekness in Christ is treated as something of 

a disguise, or a temporary work for the purpose of salvation. 

They all too quickly turn away from this understanding to 

assert that “He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead!” But there is nothing to indicate that the 

definition of glory is somehow being altered for the sake of 

the Second Coming. As for the imagery of the Revelation of 

St. John, it should be read through the Cross rather than used 

as a corrective for the Cross. 

The unfailing and living witness of the Orthodox faith is that 

the friends of God are foolish, weak, base and despised. That 

is the narrow way. Interestingly, it is a way that is the most 

open for all to walk. We need not be wise, strong, and well-

thought-of. It turns the world upside-down and our lives along 

with it. 

Right now the world is desperate for a few fools. 

 


