
 
 

Sunday Sep 5th        11th Sun after Pentecost / Tone 2 / Prophet Zachariah & Elizabeth 

  Readings:          1 Corinthians 9:2-12       Matthew 18:23-35 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 

Tuesday Sep 7th   Eve of the Nativity of the Theotokos 

  Readings:          Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 10:38-11:28

  6:00 pm Vesperal Liturgy 

Saturday Sep 11th         Ven. Theodora of Alexandria 

  4:15 pm Panakhida for Helen Skovran 

  5:00 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions  

Sunday Sep 12th        12th Sun after Pentecost / Tone 3 / Leavetaking of the Nativity of Theotokos 

  Readings:          1 Corinthians 15:1-11     Matthew 19:16-26 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour 
 
 

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / August 29th                

 
 
 
 

 

Saint Mary of Egypt 

Our charity for the month of September is Saint Mary of 

Egypt Orthodox Mission and Chapel in Cleveland Ohio.  

Saint Mary of Egypt provides food and necessities to those 

in need along with spiritual care and teaching of the Orthodox 

faith to those in the Cleveland area. 

 

Church School 

After a restful summer break catechism for the children of the 

parish will begin on September 19th.  This year Church 

School will be on Sundays immediately following the 

dismissal blessing in the classrooms. 

 

Church School / Youth Group Meeting! 

Fr. Brian and the teachers will be having a meeting during 

coffee hour on September 12th for the parents and anyone 

interested in the church school and youth group program this 

year. 

 

Adult Class on Iconography! 

Starting Wednesday, September 22st, Fr. Brian will begin 

teaching an adult class on the history, reading, and meaning 

of Holy Icons in the parish social hall at 6:15pm 

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 Fr. Mark Leasure / Brother Andrew / Nikki Tamlyn (Fr. Bri’s 
teacher) / Art, Connie & Sophia Cogar / Jeremiah Roscoe / 
Dana Ronyak / Donnie & Cherie Davidson / Jennifer 
Brainard / Michael, Catherine, & Zoe Stan / Dana Lutz / Ellen 
Marie / Leslie / Joanne Kaschak / Lilian / Alice & Matthew / 
Magie & Kenny Sanders / Bill Paluch / Nina Lowry / Alyssa 
Angle / Josephine Grabko / James Livermore / Sarah 
Crivella / The Faculty, Teachers, and Students of Holy Trinity 
Orthodox Academy 
 
Newly Married:  Aaron & Tatyana Rutz  
 
Expecting: Juliana, Lauren Mihalyo, Matushka Carly 
Koranda & Their unborn Children 
 
Memory Eternal:  Helen Skovran (8/2) Ted Geletka (8/20) 
Archpriest Sergei Glagolev (9/1) 

Birthdays: William Angle & Garrett Cogar (Sun), Marcella 
Rinehart (Mon), Derrick Bush & Catherine Georgovich 
(Wed), Ellen Malacky & Jonathan Rozycki (Thurs) & Dave 
Loychik (Sat) 

Anniversaries:  Daniel & Michelle Ellis (Mon) & Gregory & 
Donna Bobosh (Tues) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Candle Commemorations 
Theotokos      In Memory of Katherine Bender 
Altar    In Memory of Joseph Laychak 
Christ                 In Memory of George Tarchick 
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Nativity of the Theotokos 

 

In addition to the celebration of the Annunciation, there are 

three major feasts in the Church honoring Mary, the 

Theotokos. The first of these is the feast of her nativity 

which is kept on the eighth of September. 

The record of the birth of Mary is not found in the Bible. 

The traditional account of the event is taken from the 

apocryphal writings which are not part of the New 

Testament scriptures. The traditional teaching which is 

celebrated in the hymns and verses of the festal liturgy is 

that Joachim and Anna were a pious Jewish couple who 

were among the small and faithful remnant—“the poor and 

the needy”—who were awaiting the promised messiah. The 

couple was old and childless. They prayed earnestly to the 

Lord for a child, since among the Jews barrenness was a 

sign of God’s disfavor. In answer to their prayers, and as the 

reward of their unwavering fidelity to God, the elderly 

couple was blessed with the child who was destined, 

because of her own personal goodness and holiness, to 

become the Mother of the Messiah-Christ. 

Your nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole 

universe. The Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, has 

shone from you, O Theotokos. By annulling the curse he 

bestowed a blessing. By destroying death he has granted us 

eternal life (Troparion). 

By your nativity, O most pure virgin, Joachim and Anna are 

freed from barrenness; Adam and Eve from the corruption 

of death. And we, your people, freed from the guilt of sin, 

celebrate and sing to you: The barren woman gives birth to 

the Theotokos, the Nourisher of our Life (Kontakion). 

The fact that there is no Biblical verification of the facts of 

Mary’s birth is incidental to the meaning of the feast. Even 

if the actual background of the event as celebrated in the 

Church is questionable from an historical point of view, the 

divine meaning of it “for us men and for our salvation” is 

obvious. There had to be one born of human flesh and blood 

who would be spiritually capable of being the Mother of 

Christ, and she herself had to be born into the world of 

persons who were spiritually capable of being her parents. 

The feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos, therefore, is a 

glorification of Mary’s birth, of Mary herself and of her 

righteous parents. It is a celebration as well of the very first 

preparation of the salvation of the world. For the “Vessel of 

Light,” the “Book of the Word of Life,” the “Door to the 

Orient,” the “Throne of Wisdom” is being prepared on 

earth by God Himself in the birth of the holy girl-child 

Mary. 

The verses of the feast are filled with titles for Mary such 

as those in the quotations above. They are inspired by the 

message of the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments. 

The specific Biblical readings of the feast give indications 

of this. 

At Vespers the three Old Testamental readings are 

“mariological” in their New Testamental interpretation. 

Thus, Jacob’s Ladder which unites heaven and earth and 

the place which is named “the house of God” and the “gate 

of heaven” (Gen 28.10–17) are taken, to indicate the union 

of God with men which is realized most fully and 

perfectly—both spiritually and physically—in Mary the 

Theotokos, Bearer of God. So also the vision of the temple 

with the “door ‘to the East’” perpetually closed and filled 

with the “glory of the Lord” symbolizes Mary, called in the 

hymns of the feast “the living temple of God filled with the 

divine Glory” (Ezek 43.27–44.4). Mary is also identified 

with the “house” which the Divine Wisdom has built for 

himself according to the reading from Proverbs 9.1–11. 

The Gospel reading of Matins is the one read at all feasts of 

the Theotokos, the famous Magnificat from Saint Luke in 

which Mary says: “My soul magnifies the Lord and my 

spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has regarded the 

low estate of his handmaiden, for behold, henceforth all 

generations will call me blessed” (Lk 1.47). 

The epistle reading of the Divine Liturgy is the famous 

passage about the coming of the Son of God in “the form of 

a servant, being born in the likeness of man” (Phil 2.5–11) 

and the gospel reading is that which is always read for 

feasts of the Theotokos—the woman in the crowd glorifies 

the Mother of Jesus, and the Lord himself responds that the 

same blessedness which his mother receives is for all “who 

hear the word of God and keep it” (Lk 11.27–28). 

Thus, on the feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos, as on 

all liturgical celebrations of Christ’s Mother, we proclaim 

and celebrate that through God’s graciousness to mankind 

every Christian receives what the Theotokos receives, the 

“great mercy” which is given to human persons because of 

Christ’s birth from the Virgin. 
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